" #aybell,Colo. mar.29,1948
¥1der.F.S.kallenges )
Riverside,Uriif. : : -

Dear Brother Ballenger: Wiil try to answer your letter of Jan.16.

I note what you say about the 4?7 as being the date for the
Seventh year of Artaxerxes and the date william Miller used to make the
world come to an end in 1844.A11 dates thus far slvnn by different
authorities shoot wide ﬁ%’the markwhen they attemnt to give dates for
Artaxerxas a® it annears t%L% ffie i¢ said about it in the bible and
there are no secular dates “lé matter of fact when we come to trace
tha chronologic=1 thread through the binle ,we learn that all secular
dates before Alexand:r are of little value,as thev are mainly guess
work from scranps of history in which +‘my d1ﬂ not use dates at that
t1me.

T R being unable to gather data from the bible,these secular
dates have been the cause of keening us in ignorance on some imnort -
ant scriptural matter. For instance,acs you say 457,438 are given for
the seventh year of Artaxerxes and th= comnletion of Jerasalem.Then to
come out with the 89 weeks at the anointiog of Christ the nosition was
taken that the going fourth of the commandment as mentioned by Daniel
was the finishing instead of the beginning of the work,

. As for myself I never fealt quite able to swallow that idea.
Should you tell me that on Anril 1, you would start or go forth on a
trin around the world,I would certd1nly nnderstand that you had pnartice-
ular reiference to the statt and not the finigshing of yonr trinas it
mieht take you a year or more.And when the angel told Dariel that the
commandment went forth at the beginnirg of his suonlication,we know he
did not nsanr that it was finichad,for it was not fipniched for ten or
more years later, And as you know that was in the first year of Cyrus
when the commandmant want fotth which set the Jaews Frde to go back to
their own land,

We did not realy have this in mind when we wrote the
Chronoloegy of the Bible,but when attentior was called to the date of
th= thrst year of Cyrus ,wa found it to be 3548 A.M. Taking thig from
4000 givas 4854 years before Christ was born. From here tne 69 weeks
bring ns to 4029 A.M. or to the arnocinting in his thirtieth year,and Lu
says,He began to be about thirty years of age. Ofcourse when we change
thic to the Christian era date it would be 26 A.Il, The date for the
seventh year of Artaxerxes would h=2 as near as we are able to locate.
from the bible about ten years later than Cyrus,which would be 444 yeE
pefore the Qavior was born.Or if you want the Christian era date it
would be 448 B.C,However in counting the 70 weeks we donot need that
date as it mast be counted from Cyrus’s first year,454 before Christ =
was born, of 846 A.m.J like to.use the latter because it is less coni-—
tusing .

I hav° the chronology ready for the printer and as soon as itg
is out I w1}1 S“ﬂﬂ you some conies, It may not be ]uat as good as 1t
should b° as I am busy helming my wift and keenine un the work outside,
I woulc wr1fe a littie now and then when I could catch a few mimites,
and you know when you loose your 1i1e of thought it is difficult to
pick it up just right again. But,the figurea are all correct.




I think it is so nice that the Lord is g1v1ng you such gooa
health to cary on your work. =

wWife is some better than wran 1 wrote you before Think I
will send her to Denver where she car try out a little 1ower altitude
T If_you come this way this shmmer,just let us know and we can
meet you at Maybell any time.We are only .five miles south. You would

nocoubt come from saltlake City on the buss. It is about 300 miles
from there to Maybell.

- As ever your brother,
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